BROOKLYN- COMMUNITY BOARD # 7
BOARD MEETING- SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

Mr. Peers announced that a quorum had not been reached.  He stated that they would begin with Elected Officials.

Elected Officials:

Mike Schweinsburg from Councilwoman Gonzalez’ office stated that traffic accidents along 3rd and 4th Avenues have been a problem in our community.  The Town Hall meeting held by Community Board 7, Councilwoman Gonzalez and the 72nd Precinct produced tremendous results.  Tomorrow there will be a ceremony for the 1st countdown clock in this community.  The entire light from 65th to Pacific Street and 4th Avenue, 3rd Avenue from Prospect Avenue to 63rd Street will have countdown clocks.  The ceremony will take place at 8am on 9th Street and 4th Avenue.
Mr. Goldberg asked if there has been any discussion or plans to put plants along 4th Avenue?

Mr. Schweinsburg stated that it’s a large issue and the Councilwoman is working on it.

Ms. Ruiz asked at what time is the ceremony?

Mr. Schweinsburg stated that the ceremony would be held tomorrow at 8am on 9th Street and 4th Avenue.

Mr. Laufer stated that we’ve been advocating for planters along 4th Avenue for more than 10 years.  Next month we will have our Capital and Expense Budget Public Hearing.
Councilman Lander stated that along the length of 4th Avenue from Pacific to 65th Streets countdown clocks will be installed.  The decision to install these new crosswalk signals came after review conducted by DOT of more than 7,000 accidents in the city.  Fourth Avenue was considered a prime location for installation as serious pedestrian crashes are about two-thirds deadlier on major street corridors than on smaller local streets.
The Waterfronts Committee in the City Council held a hearing in June on ways to improve air quality at the ports in New York harbor, including the Columbia Street Port and the Red Hook Port.  The Port Authority is implementing a clean truck program to prevent the dirtiest trucks from using the port starting next year.

In partnership with Con Edison and the New York State Energy Research and Development Agency, Councilman Lander’s office has launched the Reduce Your Use challenge for residents of the 39th district.  

Prospect Park will be launching a Wildlife Management Advisory Committee in which Councilman Lander will be on, and he will report back to the board on their work.  Councilman Lander stated that he will be introducing legislation requiring the City to develop a wildlife conservation plan through a process that includes genuine public input.

Councilman Lander stated that he is planning a fall conference called “School Food Rocks” that seeks to bring together parents, educators, and the DOE, students and food activists to achieve healthier and more sustainable school lunches in District 15.  The conference will be held on Saturday, October 23. The Kensington’s World Fair will be held on Sunday, October 24 at PS 230.

Mr. Peers announced that a quorum had been reached and officially opened the meeting.  He made an amendment to the agenda; the Presentation by Ken Fisher will be removed.  The Executive/Chairperson’s Report will be moved to item # 6.

Mr. Bissell made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended.

Ms. DePola seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted as amended.

Mr. Wade made a correction to the Board Meeting minutes of June 16, 2010.  On page 8, paragraph 3; he was talking about 4th Avenue and the time of the light.   The last sentence he said children on 60th Street have four seconds for the white light and 18 seconds for the red light.  Someone from Bay Ridge checked and the light on 9th Street and 4th Avenue has 30 seconds.
Ms. Ruiz made a correction to the Board Meeting minutes of June 16, 2010.  Under Public Comment, the Boricua Festival was not in coordination with Councilwoman Gonzalez, she held her own event called Concierto Tipico which was held the week before.

Mr. Brashear made a motion to adopt the Board Meeting minutes of June 16, 2010 as amended.

Mr. Pol seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted as amended.

Mr. Wade made a correction to the Public Hearing minutes of August 5, 2010; Liquor License Renewals for Tropicozo and Rose Quartz lounge.  Both of these first sentences that state that Mr. Peers announced that a quorum had not been reached and they will suspend the quorum.  What was said was that you will suspend the By-Laws requirement.

Mr. Pol made a motion to adopt the Public Hearing minutes of August 5, 2010 as amended.

Ms. Ruiz seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted as amended.

EXECUTIVE & CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT:

Mr. Peers stated that he was in a car accident on 4th Avenue and 20th Street.  He got hit by a DOT truck.  He received great treatment at Lutheran Medical Center and he would like to thank Mary Quinones.

Mr. Peers stated he discussed at the Executive Committee that we had a Waterfront Festival Committee for the past 2 years and we haven’t been able to get the festival off the ground.  But in the interim we could like to convert the Waterfront Festival Committee into a Community Service Committee.
Ms. Ruiz asked what would be the goal of the Community Service Committee?

Mr. Peers stated that they would work on community service projects like the mural project in which would be the first time that we take on a project like that.  Over the summer he moved out of the district.  His non-profit organization is based here in Sunset Park and he’s here every day.  Mr. Peers stated that he plans to continue serving on the board but he will be resigning as Chair because he doesn’t think it’s appropriate that a Chairperson live outside of the district.  He spoke to Mr. Xuereb and he understands that the resignation would be effective after the December meeting.  Beginning in February, Mr. Xuereb will be Chair.  Cesar Zuniga will be 1st Vice Chair.  Mr. Peers stated that he doesn’t want to be on the Executive Committee.

Ms. Botti asked how would they select the 2nd Vice Chair?

Mr. Peers stated that according to the By-Laws Mr. Xuereb will select a 2nd Vice Chair and it would be voted on by the full board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Land-Use Committee- Mr. Burns stated that the committee met over the summer on Battle Hill.  It was a joint meeting with Board 6’s Land-Use Committee.  They had a presentation by Ken Fisher regarding Greenwood Cemetery’s 197-a plan to preserve the view corridor of Minerva and the Statue of Liberty.  The general counsel produced a memorandum today and he got the impression that we’re better off not looking at a 197-a plan to preserve the view corridor.  The best thing would be to table everything.  The idea behind the meeting was that tonight we would recommend a submission of the 197-a plan which was put together by GWC and Ken Fisher.  The Committee endorsed the plan.  Community Board 6 was going to do the same thing and then present it to the Brooklyn Office of City Planning.  Over the summer they decided to prevent us from doing that tonight by putting together a legal memorandum that said the submission of the plan was illegal.  We will step back and see how we will get around their questions about the plan.  Hopefully next month we will have a better understand of what were the objections.  
In order to preserve the view corridor from Minerva to the Statue of Liberty there are a number of homes that may be affected.  The property price would be impacted.  The real problem is at the other end by IKEA which is in CB # 6 where there is potential for very tall buildings.

Mr. Wade stated that he thought we had a stipulation to protect part of our view in CB# 7.

Mr. Burns stated that we have the zoning.

Mr. Wade stated that there’s a large building going up on 25th Street and 4th Avenue and he thought that we would avoid those types of development.

Mr. Burns stated that 25th Street is outside of the view corridor.  The view corridor goes from 21st to 24th Streets from Battle Hill right across.

Mr. Peers stated that this is being sent back for further review.

Ken Fisher stated that the proposed 197-a plan is not binding the same way zoning is but it sets a policy.  He received a guidance memorandum from City Planning.  If the board decides to go forward with the 197-a plan the rules require that you go through a genuine outreach program to make sure all the major property owners are informed and have the opportunity to participate in the process.

Mr. Burns stated that the delaying factor is in their part.  Our Land-Use Committee wants to get this out and solve the problem.
Mr. Fisher stated that if they would’ve discussed the memorandum with him he would’ve suggested that CB# 7 was doing was kicking off that process and then they could’ve figure out the specific implementation steps once it was approved to move forward.  They want CB #7 to figure out the steps before moving forward.  The third part of the memorandum raised concerns that had to be clear that CB# 7 was the applicant.  Greenwood Cemetery is assisting in the application.  It’s a public process.

City Planning’s view is that there needs to be limitations on the role GWC plays and the role we play on this.  They want to make sure the ground rules are set.

Mr. Fisher stated that leadership informed him that they don’t want a vote to start the process, but a vote to file the plan tonight.  He suggests that the way the resolution should be framed instead of tabling it is that the Land-Use Committee recommends that the matter be returned to the committee with the purpose of developing these procedures and working out the technical issues so that the process could then move forward.

Mr. Burns stated that we haven’t done anything.  We could leave it the way it is.

Mr. Wade stated that 35 years ago we didn’t have access to the waterfront and to gain access we had to go to the City and they said a study needed to be done and hire a consultant.  We had to get a private non-profit, a willing person in Albany and $75,000 to give it to a private person to pay the consultant and our 197-a used that for a basis.  Do we have to go down that road again?

Mr. Fisher stated that it’s a slimmed down version of that.  Process wise they are saying we need to do that again.  We would get the money from GWC, if it’s done in a legal and ethical way.

Mr. Wade asked what is the cost?

Mr. Fisher stated that the nature of what they are talking about is limited statement of policy.

Mr. Guay stated that rather than tabling this we could recommit it to the Land-Use Committee.  Question of the 197-a plan with the view corridor be recommitted to the Land-Use Committee for further analysis of the planning and memorandum and to create a procedure that complies with the memorandum.

Mr. Burns stated that if we do that and it’s not what the committee moves forward with, what do we do with the original committee recommendation?


Mr. Fisher stated that it would be recommitted to the committee for further consideration.

Ms. Gilligan asked what would be the estimate cost that GWC would be paying for the plan?

Mr. Fisher stated that it’s in the thousands.

Ms. Gilligan asked how would the process work?
Mr. Fisher stated that government agencies have to take into account the 197-a plan and they have to state on public record what the reasons for doing that are.  Then it would be up to the decision makers if they’re justified or not.

Mr. Brashear seconded the motion.

Motion passed with unanimous consent.

Parks Committee- Ms. Botti stated that the committee met on Monday night for a tour of Sunset Park.  Unfortunately it got rained out.    They held the meeting at the Recreation Center in Sunset Park and they had a good turnout.  Ms. Botti introduced the new person in charge of District 6 & 7, Mr. Neil Harman.  Mr. Harman was very helpful, gracious and responsive to all the comments made at the meeting.  They will reschedule another walk through of Sunset Park.

Ms. Botti stated that they received a lot of comments and feedback that will be submitted at the Capital & Expense Budget Public hearing in October.  These were the recommendations:

· Proposed planting on the 5th Avenue slope.

· Expand the playground and create a section for younger and older children.

· Higher fence

· Increase pathway lighting

· Repair the Recreation Center especially the basement, including additional lighting 

· Stones outside the park (retaining wall)

· Have a study conducted of the actual usage of the park

One of the non-board members had an idea of a fence that is inexpensive and it’s not a chain link fence.  The data was supposed to be submitted to the committee today but the gentleman isn’t present at the meeting.

Mr. Murphy stated that he would like to suggest they have an officer patrol the park at night.

Mr. Wade asked what was meant by plantings?

Ms. Botti stated that they would like to have shrubs planted.

Mr. Wade stated that they shouldn’t plant trees.

Public Safety Committee- Mr. Murphy stated that they held a Public Hearing on August 5, 2010.

Mr. Wade stated point of order.  We held a Public Hearing with only 4 board members.  It requires 10 board members for a quorum.  The point is we can’t throw the by-laws out and we shouldn’t.  There was no quorum.  There really wasn’t a Public Hearing it was a meeting of two groups of people because we had no quorum.  We shouldn’t publish minutes and according to the by-laws it’s illegal.

Mr. Peers stated that he disagrees with the interpretation of the by-laws.  The by-laws allow us to suspend a quorum for Public Hearings and committee meetings.

Mr. Wade stated no, we are required to have 20% of the board there which adds up to 10 people.  We can’t throw out laws or bend them.

Mr. Murphy stated that there was a meeting regarding two bars that applied to renew their liquor license application on the same street.  Both establishments have the same attorney and the same people.  Rose Quartz had the owners present at the meeting.  Tropicozo didn’t have the owners present at the meeting.  Board members that were present decided to take no stance on the application for Rose Quartz.  Board members voted to reject the liquor license renewal application for Tropicozo because of the complaint history of the establishment which was backed up by the Police Department.

Mr. Brashear asked if the decision to take no stance on the Rose Quartz application was due to the owners showing up?

Mr. Murphy stated that this establishment has been there for over a decade.  They’ve had some history with residents but not enough.

Mr. Peers stated that we get a lot of liquor license renewal requests on a monthly basis.  We generally call Public Hearings when there’s a history of complaints or when specific residents ask us to do so.  Not taking a position at all isn’t the most affirmative thing we could do because under normal circumstances if we had no problem a Public Hearing wouldn’t have been called.

Mr. Murphy stated that the committee voted unanimously to deny the application for Tropicozo.

Roll Call Vote: 7:45pm

31-In Favor, 1-Opposed, 1-Abstention

Mr. Wade asked what happened with the vote for the other bar?

Mr. Peers stated that we didn’t take a vote on it.

Transportation Committee- Mr. Laufer stated that the committee did a walking tour of the southern portion of 4th Avenue from 65th to 43rd Streets along with DOT.  They were looking for sensitive sites in our district including where schools, senior centers, senior housing and major transportation hubs are.  They made a list along with DOT of some additional safety features that we would like to see at these locations such as countdown clocks.  They would like DOT to look at 60th Street and 4th Avenue because of the terrible turning radius from the southbound lane particularly for trucks.
They were looking at crossing points and looking at ways to improve the median where people have to wait for the light cycle to change.  They discussed placing bollards on 4th Avenue to protect pedestrians.  There are some intersections where they might consider eliminating the turning bay.  

There will be a second tour of the northern half of 4th Avenue from 43rd to 15th Street.  Mr. Laufer stated that he is working with Mr. Xuereb and DOT to schedule the tour.

Mr. Goldberg stated that he mentioned to Mr. Xuereb that on Adams Street they put in large containers with large plants on the median.  It looks nice and it’s an effective way of not allowing pedestrians to cross there and it forces them to use the crosswalk.

Mr. Laufer stated that they discussed that and putting planters along 4th Avenue.  Part of the problem with that is the subway grates are there and the planters would have to be under a certain weight and DOT isn’t keen on doing that.  He also suggested putting bollards as a barrier.
Mr. Burns stated that over the summer traffic bumps were put in the community and the board didn’t approve it.

Mr. Laufer stated that this is happening City-wide.  It is a new policy that they won’t wait to put in a speed bump next to a school.

Mr. Peers suggested that any board members that have gotten a speed bump put on their block to call it into the office so that we could do a census.
Youth Committee- Mr. Laufer stated that the youth committee did not meet over the summer.  However, before breaking for the summer; the committee was able to brainstorm and collect feedback on the Gang Awareness forum that took place in June 2010.  As a result, the concept of a Gang forum will be evaluated and presented for consideration as a panel discussion on the subject.  The youth committee received a presentation/orientation regarding the implementation and development of a youth council supported by CB 7 youth committee.  The committee came to the conclusion that we will make a recommendation to develop the youth council as a sub-committee of the youth committee.
The youth committee brainstormed around the idea to create an event for community organizations that provide services to youth to come together for networking and learn about the services provided to the Sunset Park youth.

At the last board meeting, the youth committee announced that Red Hook Community Justice Center was scheduled to hold a youth court at CB 7 office on August 24.  Jessica Colon provided the committee with an update and suggested that we reach out to Sunset Park HS for upcoming youth court events.

Saturday, September 18 would be the 2010 Battle of the Badges at the MCU Park (Brooklyn Cyclones) in Coney Island.  The day will include various family fun activities such as rides, clowns, face painting and other entertainment.  The cost is $10.

Ms. Gonzalez asked if there are any updates on the alternate side parking issues?

Mr. Laufer stated no.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Jessica Turner from Councilman Lander’s office stated that she would like to welcome everyone back.

John Keefe from Assemblyman Brennan’s office stated that he would like to welcome everyone back.

DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Laufer stated that our by-laws require that every September our Treasurer give a report on the Community Boards budget.

Ms. Gonzalez stated that for Fiscal Year 2011 the total budget is $206,895.  There are four employees with a total personnel cost of $203,387, phone cost of $2,199 and Copier/postage $1,309.
Mr. Laufer stated that within 48 hours we will have a live website for the Community Board, thanks to a colleague at Community Board 6 at no cost to us.  People should be able to access the website on Friday and it’s still under construction.  The website is www.brooklyncb7.org.  Board meetings this month are on the website along with the agenda.  There is a section for community announcements, to post an announcement send him an email.

Ms. Gonzalez asked if the board sent our announcements about the website to the local service providers?
Mr. Laufer stated that he will do that on Monday.  There’s a section that isn’t done on the website that will list all the non-for-profits in our community on a pull down menu that will list their services, hours of operation and languages they speak.

Ms. Ruiz asked who makes the changes to the website?

Mr. Laufer stated that Marcela and he will make the changes to the website.

Mr. Brashear stated that CB #6 has a policy about posting certain documents that are relevant to upcoming committee meetings and in some cases they post the minutes of the meetings.

Mr. Laufer stated that we have the ability to do that.  Our website will be similar to the CB #6 website.

The new elementary school, PS 971 located on 63rd Street and 4th Avenue is open.  DOT wasn’t aware that there was a new school in the district.

We discussed a Memorandum of Understanding with US Powergen in May or June.  The negotiation of 7 organizations including the Community Board and the power plant on 28th Street on the waterfront which is looking to expand and reduce emissions.  There are ongoing negotiations on this.  They hope to make a presentation at the October Board Meeting to inform members what is in the MOU and what we could expect from the group before we decide to sign on to the memorandum.
Mr. Peers stated that UPROSE and Elizabeth Yeampierre are leading the negotiations.

Mr. Laufer stated that they’re chairing the meetings.  However, NY Lawyers for The Public Interest are leading the negotiations.

Mr. Wade asked if it would be only for the new generators or all of them?

Mr. Laufer stated that the MOU includes the power plants, all turbines at the 28th Street waterfront including the new one proposed, and other power plants that are not being upgraded on 53rd Street, which they would commit to reduce emissions.

Since our last Board Meeting in June there have been 23 liquor license applications and renewals.

Mr. Laufer stated that both he and Mr. Peers had the opportunity on Monday to meet and address the rookie officers whom are in our precinct.  We have 8 new officers.

Mr. Wade stated that the police statistics have an increase of murder and assault.  They flooded the area with Brooklyn South officers and a command center.

Mr. Laufer stated that the Command Center is on 53rd Street and 4th Avenue.  The statistics show an increase in every category except one.  Last year we had 3 murders and this year we have 6.

Mr. Wade asked if the officers patrolling the area are from Brooklyn South?

Mr. Laufer stated that they are from the Brooklyn South Task Force.

Mr. Wade asked how long are they going to stay?

Mr. Laufer stated that he is not sure.

Ms. Gonzalez asked what happened with the alternate side parking petition?

Mr. Murphy stated that they began collecting signatures.  However, he is not up to Ms. Gonzalez block as of yet.

OLD BUSINESS:

Mr. Brashear asked if there is an update on 23rd Street and 6th Avenue?

Mr. Laufer stated that they could ask for the all-way traffic light or stop sign at that location in November.  If we are denied on a request for a traffic study for a traffic light or stop sign, DOT won’t look at it again for another 18 months.
Mr. Brashear stated that DOT won’t look at it even if there have been car accidents.

Ms. Gatjens asked if they looked into the corner that enters to the BQE on 64th Street?

Mr. Laufer stated that we are going to ask for a traffic light at 64th Street.  There is no legal pedestrian crossing there and it’s dangerous.  The right turn lane to 3rd Avenue is often abused by traffic.  We asked DOT to look into that.

Ms. Botti asked if they got any word from DOT about the no honking sign that was put up on 16th Street?

Mr. Laufer stated that a no honking sign was placed incorrectly on the wrong spot.  DOT acknowledged that they’re responsible.  He will follow up with them this week.

Mr. Brashear asked if they got any information about the no parking sign place on 16th Street off of 5th Avenue?

Mr. Laufer stated that DOT acknowledged it was a mistake.  They put in a no-parking sign with an arrow which should’ve been for one or two spots with no parking, except they didn’t put in a second sign so it extended all the way down the block.

Mr. Wade stated that on 60th Street and 4th Avenue trucks can’t make a left turn because DOT put no parking signs.  There’s a hydrant and people park their cars behind and the trucks can’t get down the block because there’s no room.  DOT has to get rid of the cars at the curb cut.

 Mr. Laufer stated that he brought that issue up with DOT and he also asked for bollards for that area.
Mr. Goldberg stated that he met with the Con Edison Substation manager to discuss quality of life issues and they had a productive meeting.  They repainted around the sub-station and they are in discussion to plant more trees.

Mr. Brashear stated that after the meeting Ed Garcia went back and reported to his Supervisor and they are authorized for the planting of 10 new trees.

Ms. DeSapio asked if there has been any success in the establishment of a 1-turn lane into Greenwood Avenue?

Mr. Laufer stated not yet.  We asked for it.

Ms. Reich asked if there is any plan to fix the bike lanes?

Mr. Laufer stated that they requested to have it paved.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ms. Botti stated that Con Ed was doing repair work at a traffic light on PPSW.
Ms. Collins stated that the Windsor Terrace Alliance put together a tree guard program.   The next meeting will be held on Tuesday at 6:30pm at Bishop Ford located at 500-19th Street.

Mr. Brashear stated that on August 30th a bill was introduced, 1418, to amend the City Charter to allow DOH to assist New Yorkers in the trapping of raccoons.   He asked the Health & Mental Health Committee to take this up and make a report on the October Board Meeting.

Ms. Gonzalez stated that a request was made that we use money from the 50/50 to obtain water and coffee.
Mr. Laufer stated that we had been paying for bottled water from our budget; however, we could no longer afford it.

Ms. Ruiz stated that one of her gripes that she mentioned to Mr. Longobardi is the bathrooms.  They are filthy.  Maybe the staff could make it look nicer.

Mr. Laufer stated that we have been complaining to the Police Department about numerous things that are wrong with this building including the hole in the ceiling we’ve had for more than a year, the lack of lights in the ladies room, the sink and toilets and the lighting in the hall way.  Their response was to stop picking up our garbage and cleaning our bathrooms.  Mr. Laufer stated that he is meeting with Brooklyn South regarding building maintenance.  Hopefully, Chief Fox can compel them to take care of us.  The women’s bathroom is most often use by Police personnel.  During the summer we had a stray cat give birth in our storage room and the files were infested with fleas.  This was due to the hose that goes into the building for the air conditioner.  An exterminator came three times.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ms. Gonzalez asked if the Community Board could look into the issue of the 58th Street pier.  The pier was designated as public space and it’s being used for an event that involved the Hasidic community with tents and trailers.  The general public was kept out by the Police Department.  The Police Department has now reserved the space beginning September 3 until October 8 for the purpose of parking.

Mr. Wade asked if the parking is for police vehicles or public vehicles?

Ms. Gonzalez stated that it’s for police vehicles.

Ms. Kleinman stated that in prior years the police took over the pier.

Mr. Peers stated that it will be brought up at the meeting with Chief Fox.

Ms. DeSapio made a motion to adjourn.

Ms. Botti seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Leonora Gidlund

Secretary 
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